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Auditor General’s report and audit opinion 

I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 
March 2025 of Caldicot Town Council. My audit has been conducted on behalf of 
the Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of the Public 
Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor General 
for Wales. 

Audit opinion: Qualified 

Except for the matters reported below in my Basis for Qualification, on the basis of 
my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give cause for 
concern that, in any material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return: 
 has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices; 
 that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met; 
 is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and 
 that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure 

economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. 

Basis of Qualification 

Accounting Statement 

I am unable to conclude whether or not the Accounting Statement fairly present the 
Council’s income and expenditure and financial position: 
 The Council has not provided a complete explanation for significant variances 

within the year in respect to its reported creditors and debtors figures. 

Annual Governance Statement 

In my opinion, the Annual Governance Statement is not consistent with the Council’s 
internal controls and governance arrangements for the year:  
 Assertion 4 – The Council has not fully complied with its requirements of 

submitting timely VAT information to HMRC and has recently received penalty 
points. Continued non-compliance will lead to fines. 

 Assertion 4 – The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 requires 
councils with income and expenditure exceeding £200,000 to report annually on 
how it contributes towards the well-being objectives for the area. The Council 
did not prepare such a report for 2024-25.  

 Assertion 9 – The Council did not meet the requirements set out in the Public 
Audit (Wales) Act 2004 and the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014 
to provide adequate opportunity for public inspection of the accounts. The 
Council must allow for an inspection period of 20 working days. 
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Other matters and recommendations 

I draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which 
do not affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council.  

Codes of conduct  

Recent interruptions to council meetings and the rising tensions observed between 
members and officers highlight the importance of maintaining discipline and 
professionalism in formal proceedings. It is expected that both elected members and 
council officers adhere fully to their respective codes of conduct and standards of 
public service. Failure to do so increases the likelihood of governance weaknesses 
arising, including poor decision-making, ineffective scrutiny, and reputational damage 
to the council.  

Accounting statement typographical error 

The Accounting Statement contains a non-material typographical error. Line 6 of the 
2024-25 accounts should state £434,942. The closing balances reported in Line 7 
and 11 are not affected. We recommend that the Council checks the arithmetic 
accuracy of the accounting statement and makes the necessary corrections before 
the accounts are approved. 

Audit notice 

The Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014 set out the detailed requirements 
for the public inspection of accounts that the Council must comply with. In order to 
assist the Council, we provided a proforma audit notice and highlighted the timetable 
the Council needed to adhere to in order to comply with the Regulations. 

The Council amended the notice and reduced the time that the accounts were to be 
available for inspection. Furthermore, the Council did not publish the notice in 
advance of the inspection period. This requirement was also clearly specified in our 
audit notice.  

The Council also failed to delay the commencement of the inspection period until it 
had approved the accounts. These matters combined meant that the Council 
adversely impacted on electors’ rights in Caldicot. 

We recommend that the Council checks the audit notice for 2025-26 and ensures 
that the notice in published in accordance with the dates provided by Audit Wales. 
Where the accounts are not approved on a timely basis, the Council must check the 
inspection notice prepared by the Clerk to ensure that a lawful timetable has been 
followed. 
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Information provided for audit

Each year we send the Council an audit notice that sets out the information we need 
to complete the audit. Failure to provide this information may lead to a qualified audit 
opinion and potentially an increased audit fee. The Council did not provide any 
information in relation to capital projects. If information we request for audit is not 
available, an explanation should be provided. We recommend that the Council 
reviews the annual audit notice to ensure that all required information is provided on 
a timely basis. 

There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention.

Richard Harries, Director, Audit Wales
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales

Date: 22/06/2026






