Monmouthshire CC report to Caldicot Town Council

24" June 2026

NB This report includes material that was provided for the meeting on
9™ June. | have added additional material that has arisen since then.

Monmouthshire County Council meetings since the last report.

e MCC Full Council was held on the 14" May, this was the AGM
meeting. At the meeting, the new Chair and Vice Chair are
elected for the coming year. Cllr Pete Strong’s term of office
came to an end he is replaced by Cllr Tudor Thomas as Chair.

The meeting also ratified appointments to various outside bodies and
appointments to committees.

Agenda for County Council on Thursday, 14th May, 2026, 2.00 pm - Modern Council
The next Full Council meeting will be on the 25" June at 2 pm.

PEOPLE SCRUTINY MEETINGS

Two Monmouthshire CC People Scrutiny meetings took place this
month.

e 29th May Library Strategy

This meeting took place to scrutinise the Monmouthshire County
Council Public Libraries Strategy 2025-2030 following a recent public
consultation.

The documents can be found below.

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/documents/s45058/Library
%20Strategy%20Report%20-%20People%20Scrutiny.pdf

The meeting was given a presentation by the relevant officers and gain
an insight into the broad range of activities currently provided by the
library service.

Link to the meeting:

Agenda for People Scrutiny Committee on Wednesday, 29th April 2026,
10.00 am - Modern Council


https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=143&MId=6313
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/documents/s45058/Library%20Strategy%20Report%20-%20People%20Scrutiny.pdf
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/documents/s45058/Library%20Strategy%20Report%20-%20People%20Scrutiny.pdf
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=304&MId=6682
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=304&MId=6682

e On 28th May the People Scrutiny meeting met to conduct
consideration of proposed investment to improve facilities at
Caldicot Leisure Centre.

The proposal includes the refurbishment and reconfiguration of the
main gym and first-floor areas, with the creation of a modern 40-station
fitness suite. Improvements will also be made to smaller gym areas,
studios, multi-purpose spaces, and circulation areas to enhance
usability and flow. The project includes a full refurbishment of toilet
facilities (male, female, and accessible), as well as upgrades to core
infrastructure such as flooring, lighting, power, data, and decoration. In
addition, there will be a full replacement of fithess equipment,
supported by a significant investment in new, modern equipment.

Link to the meeting can be found here:

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?Cld
=304&MId=6690

Next meeting of People Scrutiny meeting will be held on 18" June.

CURRENT CONSULTATIONS
e Caldicot Placemaking consultations are now underway.

The Town Council and Monmouthshire County Council are working
together to produce an updated placemaking plan for Caldicot town
centre.

Enhancing Caldicot will be a shared vision for a thriving and successful
town centre. The aim of the plan will consider the main challenges and
opportunities for Caldicot and identify priority projects. In turn this will
help direct and prioritise investment from both the public and private
sector that will support positive change.

As part of these consultations, | attended a lively and interesting
workshop on the 1t June | also went to the pop-up event in the village
the following day.

It is important that as many residents get to express their views about
any future for plans Caldicot. This can be done by completing the


https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=304&MId=6690
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=304&MId=6690

survey or there are physical copies of the survey can be found at the
Town Council offices or Caldicot Community Library until June 23",

This is the link to the Caldicot Placemaking Survey.
https://www.letstalkmonmouthshire.co.uk/enhancing-caldicot
o Let's Talk Primary School Meals consultation.

Monmouthshire CC are asking for feedback re Primary School meals if
you have a child at school the survey can be found here:

https://www.letstalkmonmouthshire.co.uk/primary-school-meals
Latest local news

OFFICIAL OPENING OF 3G PITCH

On Friday | attended the official opening of the 3G pitch in Caldicot.

The redevelopment replaces the previous 2G surface with a modern 3G
pitch, providing a safer, more durable, and reliable space for year-
round use. The first of its kind in Wales, the new surface contains an
organic, cork infill system, which is biodegradable and boasts a much
higher sustainability level than that of a traditional rubber infill system.

The work on the Multi- User Route has now started. The project
includes the construction of a new accessible active travel route that
will connect the northern end of the completed Caldicot Links active
travel route, with the Cornfield project and the west-east route through
Caldicot Castle Country Park.

UNAUTHORISED ENCAMPMENT IN CALDICOT

At the beginning of May | offered my support to local residents and the
Cricket Club who were affected by the unauthorised encampment on
the school field and in close proximity to the club pavilion. During this
period, | was able to represent their concerns at a case conference
convened by MCC.

DOG FOULING AND LITTER


https://www.letstalkmonmouthshire.co.uk/enhancing-caldicot
https://www.letstalkmonmouthshire.co.uk/primary-school-meals

A company has been contracted to provide enforcement support to
MCC'’s own staff in relation to ‘environmental offences’ such as dog
fouling and litter. The two enforcement officers will have authority to
issue fixed penalty notices.

All fine income will be payable to MCC, contributing to the cost of the
contract. The primary aim of this initiative is to encourage behaviour
change — promoting responsible waste disposal and dog ownership —
rather than to generate income. Success will be measured by
reductions in litter and increased compliance with Public Service
Protection Order requirements, rather than by the number of fines
issued.

WELSH CHURCHES FUND

Through the Welsh Churches Act Fund, MCC have supported a number
of societies and groups over the last year, local groups have included
Caldicot Pride as well as many sports and church groups. The next
meeting to consider applications is on the 15 July.

The link on the MCC website can be found here,
https://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/welsh-church-fund/
CORPORATE PARENTING REPRESENTATIVE

As a member of the MCC Corporate Parenting Panel on Friday 5" June |
attended a Foster Care Appreciation event to recognise and value the
work and support Monmouthshire Foster carers do across the county
offer to children and young people.

If anyone is interested in becoming a foster carer the link to the MCC
website can be found here.

https://monmouthshire.fosterwales.gov.wales/

SEVERNSIDE AREA FORUM on 11" June.

The following items were discussed and those present able to ask
questions.

SAFER SCHOOLS INITIATIVE

These covered two schools in Severnside (Undy and Castle Park)


https://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/welsh-church-fund/
https://monmouthshire.fosterwales.gov.wales/

The officers were able to give updates on both; but in this report | will
consider the effectiveness of the initiative of the Castle Park scheme.
They have seen a 6% decrease in the mornings, and an increase in
pupils cycling to school. There has been a slight increase in the
afternoons; however, this related to the new special resource base
opening at the school and the increase of traffic due to drop offs in
LLanthony close for the SRB pupils.

| asked about the path connecting the car park in the country park to
the school and if this could be inspected as reports from residents and
parents have flagged up the problems using this path in inclement
weather due to the unevenness of the path and large puddles. MCC
staff were due to meet the Head the following week to discuss this.

| also highlighted that Castroggy Park had been updated to encourage
children and their parents to use the spine path to walk to and from
school.

SEVERN TUNNEL LINKS (ACTIVE TRAVEL ROUTES)

There was an update on Severn Tunnel links, plans for road safety
improvements between Undy and Magor. Negotiations with landowners
still ongoing for footpath. Although no funding has been secured for
this financial year. TfTW have taken on the desigh work for stage three of
the scheme (Severn Tunnel to Caldicot), and a short presentation was
given by the engineer involved in the design.

NATURE ISN’T NATURE ISN’T NEAT POLICY

It was pointed out that this policy only relates to areas of grassland and
does not apply to grass or weeds growing out of pavements etc. Areas
along roads mowed to a maximum one metre width. New weed brushes
on street sweepers are currently being used as an alternative to
weedKkillers. There will be a Mon CC seminar for Cllrs shortly on the
Nature isn’t Neat Policy. | asked about the possibility of some funding
for Orchid Drive.

NEDDERN BROOK

A management planis in place and some improvements to increase
the water flow have been made. MCC applied for a licence to cut back
the vegetation in the river through the country park grounds but have



been refused by NRW. MCC have new equipment that will cut back
vegetation on the banks of the Neddern. It was agreed to ask for an
update from NRW about the ‘health’ of the river as this is their
responsibility.

| was able to inform the meeting of the method to contact NRW re
potential blockages etc in the Neddern. My recent experience of
reporting large branches which were blocking the Neddern at south of
Deepweir bridge was responded to within 24 hours.

Any concerns can be reported directly to Natural Resources Wales
here Natural Resources Wales / Report an environmental incident.

Natural Resources Wales / Report an environmental incident

PEOPLE SCRUTINY MEETING held on 18" June.

Agenda included scrutiny of the following:

WESP (Welsh in Education Strategic Plan)

Welsh Language - To scrutinise the Council’s progress in delivery of the
Welsh Language objectives 2025-2026.

Strategic Equality Plan 2025-26 - To scrutinise the council’s progress in
delivering the Strategic Equality Objectives for the year 2025-2026.

The meeting can be viewed via this link.

Agenda for People Scrutiny Committee on Thursday, 18th June, 2026, 10.00 am -
Modern Council

The next meeting of this committee is on 14" July. The committee will
consider the new homeless legislation and have an update on
homelessness in Monmouthshire.


https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnaturalresources.wales%2Fabout-us%2Fcontact-us%2Freport-an-incident%2F%3Flang%3Den&data=05%7C02%7CJackieStrong%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7Cef656b060e684b9a06d508de63071c78%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C0%7C639057079375071762%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cCQVErKYZGgB7RxsnezYpW0gcayhsNkT7ZiqYeLX0lg%3D&reserved=0
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=304&MId=6698
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=304&MId=6698

LATEST CONSULTATION IS ON ACTIVE TRAVEL

Let's Talk about walking, wheeling and cycling in Monmouthshire!

Each year, Monmouthshire County Council can apply for funding to improve routes shown
on the ATNM. The map allows Monmouthshire County Council to prioritise these routes for
development and improvement — so your views help make sure the routes that matter most

to you are included.

Info: https://www.letstalkmonmouthshire.co.uk/atnm-2026

Info: https://

. th www.letstalkmonmouthshire
Drop in on 25" June from 9.30. .co.uk/atnm-2026

Caldicot Library/Hub

Thu, 25 Jun at
09:30

Jackie Strong
Monmouthshire County Councillor
Caldicot Cross Ward
Jackiestrong@monmouthshire.gov.uk

June 2026



