
Minutes of Caldicot Town Council held at 6.30pm on Wednesday, 28th June 2017 at Caldicot Town Council


Present: Cllrs: 
P Stevens, Mayor 
R.J. Higginson



O Edwards 
A. Lloyd

D. Ashwin
M. Mitchell


A. Easson 
F. Rowberry

D. Evans
M. Stevens

R. Garrick
S. Tovey

J. Harris
J. Williams 


K. Harris
J.J. Williams


[In attendance: G. McIntyre Clerk, S. King Deputy Clerk, C. Till, Members of Public, Press] 

9800
Apologies 
Apologies were received from Councillor W Conniff
9801
Declarations of Interest – To be identified under the relevant item/Forms to be completed

Cllrs D Evans and RJ Higginson declared personal interests in Planning Matters in relation to Minute 9805.

Cllr K Harris declared personal and prejudicial interest in relation to KGVPF Item, Caldicot Bowls Club.  
9802
Open Forum for Public Participation [max 15 mins at Mayor’s Discretion]


Questions were raised by members of the public: 


a) Caldicot Town Centre Market Waste 
Town Council were advised that produce boxes were being left outside Store 21 and concerns were expressed that footpaths and lanes around Caldicot were overgrown with weeds.

In response Town Council advised:

· Responsibility of Mon CC, any issues can be reported and registered at the Hub/Library. 

· Members report issues directly, as and when necessary. 

· A Member highlighted that Avon Close was a particular issue.

· Recognised that people should be clearing their own litter at the end of the day. 

· Discussions were held regarding pigeons within the town centre and a member suggested a bird flag/kite which may help to alleviate.  Council agreed to advise MCC Environmental Health of the product

· Town Council agreed letters would be sent to:
· Mon CC regarding overgrown footpaths/lanes 
· Market Manager regarding discarded waste
· Environmental Health re. Pigeons 


b) Cas Troggy Park update 

Update requested on development of Cas Troggy Park 
In response Town Council advised:

· Mon CC allocated s.106 to upgrade Cas Troggy and Castle play areas, this was subsequently diverted for Castle Play area and 3G pitch.  Cas Troggy had been delayed.  
9803 
Suspended Proceedings 


Presentation of donations


The Mayor presented the following donations: 

· Big Read Summer Challenge - £200
The Mayor presented a cheque of £200 to Caldicot Library. 
The recipients thanked Caldicot Town Council for the donation and advised that it would fund prizes for the Summer Reading Challenge 2017.
· Youth Service - £5,000
The Mayor presented a cheque of £5,000 to Cllr Alun Lloyd, Caldicot Town Council's Representative for Caldicot Youth Group. 
On behalf of Caldicot Youth Group, Cllr Lloyd thanked Caldicot Town Council for the donation and advised that it would help to continue to deliver services to the young people of Caldicot.
9804
To Approve the Minutes: 


a)
   Town Council Meeting 31st May 2017 - Mayor to Sign the Minutes
The Minutes were approved as a true record and duly signed by the Mayor.


b)
Planning and Resources 13th June 2017 - Mayor to Sign the Minutes 

The Minutes were approved as a true record and duly signed by the Mayor. 
9805   Planning [Displayed]

Cllrs D Evans and RJ Higginson, declared personal interests in planning matters, as members of Mon CC Planning Committee.

A)
Planning Applications Received 

DC/2017/00644: Non material amendment – amend roof design to be continuous with existing – previous application DC/2017/00157 – 29 Church Road, Caldicot, NP26 4HN                                          TC Approved

B)
Mon CC Planning Information – [DISPLAYED] 

i) Planning Permissions

DC/2017/00388: Variation of condition no. 15 of planning permission DC/2014/00916 and non material amendment approval DC/2016/00831.  Condition 15 states that… The development shall be carried out in accordance with the list of approved plans set out in the table below – 
Caldicot School, Woodstock Way, Caldicot                                                                   TC Approved 26.04.17
DC/2017/00208: Amendments to existing drives – 43/45 Church Road, Caldicot, NP26 4HW

TC Approved 31.05.17

9806
Finance
(1)      To Approve Cheque list June 2017 

 Town Council approved the cheque list June 2017, as circulated.

(2)      To Consider requests for support: 
          (i)   Mon CC – Caldicot Castle Fireworks £3,000


   Town Council discussed the request and highlighted that the grants policy required sight of audited 


 accounts and there was a need to see financial statements from previous events held at Caldicot Castle. 

Caldicot Town Council agreed the donation in principle, however, prior to funds being donated there was a need for financial statements, income and expenditure for events. 

         (ii)  Mon CC – Cheer Zone for Hoggin the Bridge - £3,000 

  Town Council considered the application and requested clarification regarding which organisation was                

        holding the Hoggin the Bridge event.  Town Council understood that the event was being organised by 


  Caldicot Town Team.  
Town Council agreed that further information and clarity would be obtained from Mon CC     regarding the application.  The relevant officer would be invited to attend the meeting.  
       (iii) Citizens Advice Bureau– [£10,000 in Estimates 2017/18] (Accounts available Town Council office)

 Town Council resolved to agree the donation of £10,000 to Citizens Advice Bureau. 


 Power to support Citizens Advice Bureau, Local Government Act 1972 s.142.

(3)   To Consider Purchase of Town Council camera 
Cllr Easson proposed that the Clerk be permitted to purchase a camera, up to the value of £500.      This was duly seconded.

Town Council resolved that the Clerk purchase a camera up to the value of £500, for Town Council use, with input from the Mayor.
(4)   To Consider advertisement in Standbrook Guides - £500 + VAT (130mm x 192mm)

Town Council supported the idea of an advertisement in Standbrook guides, promoting the Council and agreed that a photograph of Caldicot Cross should be on the front cover of the publication. 

Town Council resolved that an advertisement would be placed in Standbrook Guides, with Caldicot Cross on the front cover.  The advertisement would promote activities of Caldicot Town Council.  The Mayor and Deputy Mayor would have final decision on content. 

9807 
 
Caldicot Town Centre Wifi Project – funding request £5,022 [b/f FTC 31.5.17, P&R 13.6.17]


The Mayor confirmed that a question was raised at Severnside Area Committee, asking for clarification on whether s.106 monies would be appropriate for the Wifi project.  As the Town Council representative on Severnside, Cllr P Stevens had been unable to obtain information.  



Cllr M Stevens was disappointed that the decision had been deferred twice, on 31st May 2017 and 13th June 2017, and that the town council representative on Severnside had not been able to obtain information. 


Town Council felt that s.106 should be used to fund the town centre Wifi project.



Cllr A Lloyd proposed that the Town Council would not contribute to the Wifi project and that s.106 funding was used. 


This was duly seconded and a recorded vote was requested:



FOR:  
Cllrs OE, AL, RG, MS, DA, ST, JH, KH, AE, MM



AGAINST: Cllrs FR, JW, JJW


ABSTAIN:  Cllrs PS, DE, RJH


Cllr D Evans proposed that an officer from Mon CC would be invited to clarify s.106 funding uses and future strategy.  This was duly seconded. 



Town Council resolved not to contribute £5,022 to the Caldicot Town Centre Wifi Project.  



Town Council resolved that the appropriate Mon CC officer would be invited to attend the next Council meeting to explain and clarify the position regarding s.106 funding uses and future strategy.  

9808

To approve member to sign bank statements (non cheque signatory)



Cllr P Stevens proposed that Cllr F Rowberry was approved as bank statement signatory.  This was seconded by Cllr RJ Higginson. 


Town Council resolved to approve Cllr F Rowberry to sign bank statements. 
9809

Members Items of Business 

a) Cllr D Ashwin – Infilling of waste in Sharpy’s quarry 

Caldicot Town Council had made written representation to Mon CC Planning department.

Confirmation had been requested regarding whether a member of Caldicot Town Council could attend the Planning Committee meeting. 

9810

To note update regarding Cemetery Extension Works 

The Clerk advised that late correspondence had been received from Hydrogeo which confirmed that more advanced methods would be used during Tier 3 investigative works.  Works would result in additional costs of £1750. 



Town Council resolved to approve and accept required additional works and associated costs of £1750, in order to meet NRW requirements.
9811 
To note correspondence from War Memorials Trust [forwarded to Mon CC 14.6.17]


Town Council were informed that a complaint had been received, via War Memorials Trust, regarding the condition of Caldicot Cross.  


The Mayor confirmed that Monmouthshire County Council had responsibility for maintenance of the Cross and would be undertaking repairs.  


Town Council resolved that the Clerk request the schedule of works, from Mon CC, for Caldicot Cross.  
9812  

To Consider Best Kept Garden/Citizen’s Awards 2017 



a)
To Note Ward Members’ Nominations to be returned to TC office 


b)
To Confirm prizes - Budget 2017/18 - £400 [to include buffet/engraving]

Overall Winner - £25

4 Ward Winners @ £15   =   £60

Allotment Winner - £10

Mayor’s special Recognition Award - £25


c)
Nomination Forms available Town Council office re:  Citizen’s Awards

       d)    To invite hosts of Defibrillators, Cariad and health representatives 


e)
To agree Date for Presentation of Awards – Tuesday 12th September 2017 at 7pm

Town Council resolved that the Best Kept Garden/Citizens Awards would be held on Tuesday 12th September 2017 at 7pm and hosts of defibrillators and Cariad would be invited.  Each ward Councillor would nominate one garden and deadline for nominations was agreed 15th July 2017.
9813
Reports


CCTV - Cllr Easson reported back from a CCTV meeting.  Some concern had been expressed regarding vehicular access in the town and damage to the Cross.  Cllr Easson highlighted that costs had been agreed.


Town Centre – Town Council discussed the town centre linkage and raised safety concerns regarding access to the library, which had not been pedestrianised.  


Town Council agreed that the Clerk write to Mon CC highways and ask for the safety assessment/audit.   In addition, whether any required works could be undertaken with s.106 funding. 

Police – The police report was circulated at the meeting.

Carnival – The Deputy Mayor informed Council that the event had been well organised by the events committee and there had been good attendance.  Disappointed as Council attendance had not been well represented, it was felt that this had been a missed opportunity to engage with the public. 

9814
Publications [available Town Council office]

Town Council noted publications available in Town Council Office. 

………………………………….

Mayor/Deputy Mayor

         PART B - KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELDS TRUSTEE
1. To approve cost for Health and Safety works to equipment at KGVPF Play Area - £164.58 

Cllr K Harris declared a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to Caldicot Bowls Club, minute item 3.  Cllr K Harris left the room during discussion of the item.   
Caldicot Town Council resolved to approve cost for Health and Safety works to equipment at KGVPF Play Area - £164.58.

2. To Resolve – Exclusion of Press and Public – By virtue of The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public are excluded from discussions on the following item on the basis that disclosure thereof would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted:
3. To consider Bowls Club Fees 2017/18 (non-inclusion in estimates)  

Cllr K Harris declared a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to Caldicot Bowls Club and left the room. 
Town Council considered Bowls Club Fees 2017/18 (non-inclusion in estimates). 

The Clerk informed Town Council that it appeared the allotments were not part of the King George V Playing Fields, but were part of the no-mans land at the rear of the guide hut. 

Caldicot Town Council resolved that the Bowls Club would not be subject to fees, including non 

re-imbursement of insurance, this ensured consistency amongst all current KGVPF users.

The meeting closed at 8.20pm

………………………………….

Mayor/Deputy Mayor
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