
Minutes of Caldicot Town Council held at 6.30pm on Wednesday, 31st May 2017 at Caldicot Town Council


Present: Cllrs: 
P Stevens, Mayor 





O Edwards 
J. Harris

A. Easson 
R.J. Higginson

W. Conniff
M. Mitchell

D. Evans
F. Rowberry

R. Garrick
M. Stevens 


K. Harris
J. Williams


[In attendance: S. King Deputy Clerk, C. Till, Members of Public, Press] 

9781
Apologies 
The Mayor invited Councillors to participate in one minute silence following the recent tragic incident in Manchester. 

Apologies were received from Councillors D Ashwin, S Tovey and G McIntyre, Clerk.
9782
Declarations of Interest – To be identified under the relevant item/Forms to be completed

Cllr O Edwards declared a personal interest in relation to Caldicot Town Team Minute 9784.


Cllrs D Evans and RJ Higginson declared personal interests in Planning Matters in relation to Minute 9786.

Cllr A Easson declared a personal interest in relation to LGPS regulations Minute 9789.
9783
Open Forum for Public Participation [max 15 mins at Mayor’s Discretion]


Questions were raised by members of the public: 


a) Cllr K Harris 
Presence by Town Council at Caldicot Carnival, purpose to meet residents.

In response Town Council advised:

· Town Council supported the idea, particularly to show the achievements of the Council.  

· Agreed that volunteers who wished to attend should notify the Clerk. 


b) Cllr K Harris 
Clarification required on criteria for applying for S106 funding. 

In response Town Council advised:

· Clerk would forward criteria/eligibility detail
c) Request for update regarding bollards within Town Centre

In response Town Council advised:

•
Update would be requested from Monmouthshire County Council. 
d) Request for update regarding Cemetery Extension progress  

In response Town Council advised:

•
Investigative works ongoing regarding suitability of ground 
9784 
Suspended Proceedings 


a) Caldicot Town Team Update 
The Mayor welcomed Caldicot Town Team Directors, A. Reeks, R. Grumbach and C. Edwards. 
Town Council agenda had included Caldicot Town Team Financial Statements 31st August 2016 and updates were provided on the following: 

Financial Statements

· A Councillor raised concern regarding the position of the directors, specifically as three had resigned and two were appointed within a short time.  In response, Mr Reeks advised that constitutional requirements had been met and Directors had left due to personal circumstances.

· An issue had bene rectified by Caldicot Town Team, in relation to the constitutional change and notification to Companies House.  However, the matter had been resolved and changes had been accepted by Companies House, this was due to the fact that changes were noted within Town Team minutes.

· Clarification was required regarding the financial statements and value for money for the community.  Town Council were informed that the accounts were up to August 2016 and that since then they had undertaken many more ventures that had increased their profit margin.  
· Town Team would produce 6 monthly accounts (August to end March), to ensure transparency.

· A member queried the effect on Caldicot Town Team income generation, with S106 replaced by CIL.  Caldicot Town Team recognised that there may be some effect, however, the Directors intended to achieve additional income and funding opportunities from further events e.g. Hoggin the Bridge. 

Town Centre Update 

Caldicot Town Team, presented Caldicot Town Council with the Caldicot Town Team Code of Conduct, which stated that the Town Team were committed to improving the working relationship with Caldicot Town Council, this included; attending minimum of 1 Full Council meeting every 6 months, provide 6 monthly accounts, allocate time at Town Team meeting for Town Council appointed representative, respond in writing to any concerns raised by Town Council,  copy of newsletter to the Clerk, quarterly financial update to Severnside Area Committee and ensure that publications are mindful of work that is done by Caldicot Town Council. 

In response to a query regarding a Town Team survey, which had included aspects of Caldicot which were responsibility of Caldicot Town Council.  Caldicot Town Team advised that the survey intended to obtain feedback from the public to create a picture of any linked sales between use of KGVPF and the town centre.  In terms of CCTV, this was a concern of all town centre users.  

Caldicot Town Centre Wifi Project
· Caldicot Town Council were presented with a proposal document which requested funding for Caldicot Town Centre Wifi Project.

· Purpose – to improve town centre and provide analytical data relating to visitors, free Wi-Fi for visitors and communication tool.  Advertising opportunities for local authority and business.

· Scope – Caldicot Town Team negotiated deal with Telemat and a small element of funding had already been approved.  Project aims for 4 access points within the town, with potential to add a 5th in the future.

· Financial implications – Total cost of project for 3 years, £10,044 (£1,800 secured funding deducted).

· Conclusion – Caldicot Town Council 50% stake in the project costing £5,022 for 3 years. 

Town Council recognised the merit in the proposals, however, suggested that that the information should have been presented in advance of the meeting.

A member suggested that S106 funding was considered as an option by the Town Team.  Mr Reeks confirmed that this funding stream would be explored. 

In response to a question regarding lead times, procurement and installation.  Caldicot Town Team advised that use of CCTV poles had been discussed with Mon CC officers and installation had been discussed with the supplier, 14 days were required. 

Town Council agreed that there had not been sufficient opportunity to consider the information presented.  

Caldicot Town Council resolved that the proposal would be considered at the next meeting.  Caldicot Town Team would be advised of the decision in due course.
The Chairman thanked Aaron Reeks and the Town Team Directors for attending the meeting.
9785
To Approve the Minutes: 


a)
   Town Council Meeting 26th April 2017 - Mayor to Sign the Minutes
The Minutes were approved as a true record and duly signed by the Mayor.


b)
Annual Meeting 17th May 2017 - Mayor to Sign the Minutes 

The Minutes and Mayors Speech were approved as a true record and duly signed by the Mayor.
9786   Planning [Displayed]

Cllrs D Evans and RJ Higginson, declared personal interests in planning matters, as members of Mon CC Planning Committee.

A)
Planning Applications Received 

DC/2017/00208: Amendments to existing drives – 43/45 Church Road, Caldicot, NP26 4HW
TC Approved

DC/2017/00120: Sub-Division of Units 9 and 10 to form 2 separate units, Change of Use of Unit 10 to Use Class A3 and amalgamation of Units 10 and 11 to form 1 Use Class A3 unit, redecoration of shopfront and installation of extraction and ventilation equipment – 

Units 10 and 11 Wesley Buildings, Newport Road, Caldicot, NP26 4LY

TC Approved

DC/2017/00564: Erection of a first floor side extension on stilts and a porch on the front – 

31 Durand Road, Caldicot, NP26 5BZ 

TC Approved

DC/2017/00569: Change of use from B1 to B2 (to commercial kitchen for food preparation and catering) – 
Unit 8B, Old Pill Farm Ind. Est., Caldicot, NP26 5JH 

TC Approved

Request from local member – Cllr A Easson, Dewstow Ward: 

DC/2016/00784: The tipping of approximately 80,000 tonnes of inert waste to raise the ground levels between 1 metre and 5 metres on 2.78 ha of land within Caerwent Quarry and afterwards to use the land for the grazing of horses and the erection of a stable block – Caerwent Quarry, Dewstow, Caerwent, NP26 5AJ
Town Council were not consulted on the application and agreed to make observations to Mon CC: 

· Cllr Easson, Dewstow ward, brought the application to Council for discussion, following his concerns as the member for the adjacent ward.
· Concern that Caldicot Town Council not consulted, as the adjacent authority.

· Can Caldicot Town Council representative attend to speak at Planning Committee? 
· Town Council identified observations and highlighted concerns regarding the application: 

· Noise and dust pollution
· Logistics of accessing the site and quantity of vehicles within the area
· Surrounding infrastructure and disturbance
· Contents of the waste
· Busy lanes (not roads) and dangerous with large vehicles usage

Town Council resolved to send observations, as above, to Mon CC Planning department.  Cllrs D Evans and RJ Higginson abstained from voting. 

B)
Mon CC Planning Information – [DISPLAYED] 

i) Planning Permissions

DC/2016/01492 - Conversion of 2 * 2 bed apartments into 4 * 1 bed apartments – 
1 & 1A Norman Court, Caldicot                                                                                  *TC Refused FTC 25.01.17                                                                                         

*Reasons for refusal: 

· Concerns regarding overcrowding, parking and un-adopted roads

DC/2017/00165 – Two storey side extension and single rear extension to family dwelling – 
92 Sandy Lane, Caldicot, NP26 4NQ                                                                        TC Approved P&R 14.03.17                                                                                        

DC/2017/00157 –  Extension and alterations with associated works – 29 Church Road, Caldicot, NP26 4HN                                                                
TC Approved FTC 29.03.17

DC/2017/00154 - Retrospective application for the installation of shed in rear garden – 
7 Ebley Gardens, Pill Row, Caldicot, NP26 5GD                                                      TC Approved FTC 29.03.17
DC/2017/00209 – Proposed rear two storey extension and front porch/shower room – 
34 Deepweir, Caldicot, NP26 5JG                                                                             TC Approved P&R 11.04.17

DC/2017/00438 – The erection of a new spectator viewing stand (capacity 138 + 3 disabled spectators) alongside the football pitch on King George V Playing fields                                 TC Approved FTC 26.04.17

DC/2017/00271 - 2No. new LED internally illuminated fascia signs and 1no. new LED internally illumination tile logo sign – Units 10 and 11, Wesley Buildings, Newport Road, Caldicot, NP26 4LY

                       TC Approved FTC 26.04.17

9787
Finance
(1) 
To Approve & Sign Annual Return for the Year Ended 31 March 2017 for submission to External Audit by 30.6.17 [Final accounts following Internal Audit 10.05.17 [CIRC]]
Town Council approved the Annual Return and it was duly signed by the Mayor. 
The Council thanked the Clerk for her hard work.

(2)      To Consider Internal Audit Report Yr End 31.03.17
Town Council stated that they were pleased with conclusions within the report.

Town Council resolved to approve the Internal Audit Report Yr End 31.03.17. 
(3)      To Approve Cheque list May 2017 

Town Council resolved to approve the Cheque list for May 2017
(4)      To Consider Requests for Support – Community Well-Being:


(i)
Caldicot Youth Group 2017/18 - £5,000 Estimates/Accounts Received
Town Council Approved a donation of £5,000 to Caldicot Youth Group from the 2017/18 Precept

Power of Well-Being Local Government (Wales) Measure 2011 s.126


(ii)
Support for MCC Summer Reading Challenge Prizes – (to note £100 donated 16/17)
Town Council Approved a donation of £200 for MCC Summer Reading Challenge Prizes

Power of Well-Being Local Government (Wales) Measure 2011 s.126
(5)      To note appreciation for donations


 i)
Caldicot School - £1,000



  ii)
Kidney Wales - £50



 iii)
Caldicot Church Lunches - £2,500


  iv)
Caldicot Events Committee - £6,000 

Town Council noted the appreciations for donations.
9788 
Members Items of Business 

a) Cllr M Mitchell – Dog fouling in lane between Park Road and The Close
Cllr Mitchell proposed to have a dog waste bin installed by the lane between Park Road and The Close. 

Town Council resolved to purchase a dog waste bin, between Park Road and The Close. 

b) Cllr R J Higginson – Dog fouling near Sudbrook Cricket Club

Cllr Higginson proposed to have a dog bin installed near to the cricket club as dog owners were leaving bags of dog waste on the path.

Town Council resolved to purchase a dog waste bin, near Sudbrook Cricket Club (boundary fence
between Denny View and Mill Lane). 
c) Cllr R J Higginson – Cemetery Toilet
Cllr Higginson proposed that the council looks into opening the toilet at Dewstow Cemetery.

Town Council agreed that there was a need for feasibility, assessment and costs. 

Town Council resolved that the issue would be referred to a meeting of the Health and Safety Committee. 

9789
To Review Town Council Policies on Decision-making Powers under the LGPS Regulations


 [CIRC] (as advised by Torfaen CBC)

Cllr A Easson declared a personal interest in relation to LGPS regulations

Town Council resolved to accept the report.
9790 
To consider Adoption of One Voice Wales Model Local Resolution Protocol for Community and Town Councils [CIRC] (as recommended by Monitoring Officer - Code of Conduct Training 23.5.17)

Town Council resolved to adopt One Voice Wales Model Local Resolution Protocol for Community and Town Councils.
9791  To note follow-up of annual risk assessment conducted by Mon CC Health and Safety Officer 27th April    2017 – Risk Assessment report awaited
Town Council noted that the report was expected.
9792
 To Consider Working Groups as and when required [b/f Annual Meeting 17.5.17] – Extract from The  Good Councillors Guide – “Working parties, or ‘task and finish groups’ are occasionally set up for a short-term purpose.  They are not subject to the strict rules that apply to formal council meetings”

Town Council Resolved to set up a ‘Children and Young People’ and an ‘Elderly’ working group. 

There were no appointments made to Working Groups and the Mayor requested that any Councillors interested in joining working groups contact the Clerk.

9793
To Consider Motions for One Voice Wales Annual General Meeting [CIRC]

Cllr M Stevens, proposed a motion, duly seconded by Cllr O Edwards: 

Scourge of Dog Fouling in our Communities  

‘The Welsh Government to support and finance all Town and Community Councils, in employing Dog Warden Patrols.  

The wardens to implement penalties and/or fines to dog owners who do not comply with regulations set out by the relevant Councils’


 Town Council resolved to submit the motion ‘Scourge of Dog Fouling in our Communities’ to One Voice Wales. 
9794
Reports

CCTV - Cllr Easson reported back from a CCTV meeting, which had been held regarding structure of CCTV within Caldicot Town Centre.  Recommendations would be made to the CCTV working group and reported to Caldicot Town Council. 
    Caldicot Cemetery – The local member advised of reports of Japanese Knotweed at Caldicot Cemetery.  

    Town Council resolved that the issue would be referred to a meeting of the Health and Safety Committee.

Cllr P Stevens suggested that a report could be included to show website usage.  Cllr Edwards advised that he had worked with the office staff in the website development and analytic reports were available which illustrated an increase in use of the website, the public had commented on the Town Council Facebook page.  

9795
To Receive Clerk’s Report – Correspondence, Publications

Cllr Conniff proposed that the Mayor and Deputy attend the OVW Larger Local Councils Conference of 5th July 2017 and report back to the council. This was duly seconded.

Town Council resolved that the Mayor and Deputy would attend the OVW Larger Councils Conference – 5th July. 


Cllr P Stevens advised that he would attend the Planning Aid Wales Training – 12th June 2017.


A member suggested that Cllr Ashwin be approached in relation to the Caerwent Footpath Working Group. 


Cllr M Stevens suggested that costs were obtained to purchase a banner to advertise the ‘Have a Field Day’. The Clerk advised that Fields in Trust send out a pack that contains information about hosting a ‘Have A Field Day’.


Cllr A Easson advised that a public vigil was being held at The Cross on Friday 2nd June at 6.30pm for victims of the Manchester attack.  Town Council resolved that the Mayor and Deputy would attend.  
9796 
Resolved – to exclude Press and Public – By virtue of The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public are excluded from discussions on the following items on the basis that disclosure thereof would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted:
9797 
To Consider Applications for Vacancy in Green Lane Ward, Caldicot


Town Council considered the application that had been received for the vacancy in Green Lane Ward, Caldicot. 
9798
To resolve to re-admit Press and Public 

Town Council resolved to readmit press and public.  
9799  To Co-opt to vacancy Green Lane Ward

Town Council resolved to co-opt Joel Williams as Town Councillor for Green Lane Ward.
The meeting closed at 8.05pm
………………………………….

Mayor/Deputy Mayor
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