
Minutes of Caldicot Town Council held at 6.00pm on Wednesday, 26th April 2017 at Caldicot Town Council


Present: Cllrs: 
D Evans, Mayor 





P Stevens 
R.J. Higginson (left 7.25pm)

D. Ashwin (left 7.40pm)
F. Rowberry


A. Easson
M. Stevens


O. Edwards
S. Webb [6.10pm]

F.J. Harvey
J. Williams 


[In attendance: G. McIntyre Clerk, S. King Deputy Clerk, C. Till, Members of Public, Press] 

9765
Apologies 
Apologies were received from Councillors W Conniff, R Stewart and P Watts
9766
Declarations of Interest – To be identified under the relevant item/Forms to be completed

Cllrs D Evans and RJ Higginson declared personal interests in Planning Matters in relation to Minute 9770.

Cllrs F Rowberry, M Stevens and P Stevens declared personal interests in Planning Matters in relation to Caldicot AFC.

Cllr D Evans declared a personal interest in relation to Caldicot Comprehensive School


The Mayor thanked Councillors, Public for their contributions over the 5 year term of Council and thanked officers, as there would be no Planning & Resources meeting in May.

The Mayor advised that late items had been received and asked if these would be accepted for consideration by Town Council: 

· Planning Application: DC/2017/00438 - Variation of condition no. 15 of planning permission DC/2014/00916 and non material amendment approval DC/2016/00831.  Condition 15 states that… The development shall be carried out in accordance with the list of approved plans set out in the table below – Caldicot School, Woodstock Way, Caldicot
· Temporary Traffic Regulation Notice: Woodstock Way shall be closed from a point 268 metres north east of its junction with Mill Lane for a distance of 62 metres in a generally easterly then northerly direction.  The Temporary Road Closure will be in operation from 08:30 on Monday the 8th of May 2017 for a period up to 16:30 on Friday the 19th of May 2017.
· Police report would be considered as part of suspended proceedings, as representatives were in attendance (after Caldicot Castle presentation).


Town Council resolved to accept the late items, Variation of Condition planning application Caldicot School Plan and Temporary Traffic Regulation Notice, Woodstock Way.  

Town Council resolved to bring forward the Police report on the agenda. 
9767
Open Forum for Public Participation [max 15 mins at Mayor’s Discretion]


Questions were raised by members of the public: 


a) CCTV  
In response Town Council advised:

· CCTV camera locations had been advised by the appropriate officer
· Town Council representative would attend the CCTV meeting 

9768 
Suspended Proceedings 


a) D. Davies, Mon CC – Caldicot Castle  
The Mayor welcomed D. Davies and I. Saunders, Mon CC  

Officers provided Town Council with an update and anticipated plans for the event venue and local attraction.  The following points were noted: 

· Striking a balance – providing experiences: celebrating heritage and history, embracing culture, showcasing events and functions, promoting healthy lifestyles 

· Outlook for the year – 3 priority areas: 

· A safe, healthy and flourishing attraction for visitors to enjoy  - Resources of Castle and Events team have been merged, increased maintenance, conditions of external hire, health and safety and traffic management review

· To provide a brilliant customer service and experience to ensure people come to see us again – refurbished playground, passionate staff and engaged volunteers, refresher training for staff and volunteers

· To give people great reasons to spend money with us and the local area – refurbished café and tearoom, affordable family events, donation scheme, review of contractual arrangements with third parties, cashless/card/online payment options

· Leveraging events – retaining ambition, brilliant use of data, challenging partners, showcasing venue, capturing exposure and understanding value 
· Need to think differently regarding expenditure and cost (over last 4 years, £402,493 expenditure compared to £129,104 income)

· Making the most out of the visitors – STEM figures estimated 2016 55,000 and anticipated 2017 86,000

· Positioning Caldicot Castle to flourish – embedded into Mon CC Tourism, Leisure and Culture network, developing projects with schemes such as Rural Development Project and pursuing options for future alternative delivery models 
Members were invited to ask questions during discussion, the following points were raised: 

· Requirement for upgrade to toilets in the Castle Park, as facilities inadequate. 

· Lack of play equipment for older children.

· Lack of accessible play equipment for disabled children

· Town Council and the public welcomed positive information regarding Caldicot Castle developments.

· Recognised improved communication with police and connected approach.

· Venue had been promoted through radio advertisements.

· Commended recent event to launch of play park and café. 

Officers acknowledged the points raised and hoped that work would be undertaken in the future, as part of a larger visioning plan for Caldicot Castle going forward, assessing current facilitates and required investment. 

Members of the Council and public congratulated Dan Davies and the Castle team for the commitment and work in relation to Caldicot Castle.  The Mayor thanked officers for attending. 

b) Police Report
Town Council resolved that the Police report (agenda item 11d) would be brought forward and considered as part of suspended proceedings.
Town Council welcomed PC Louise Thorpe and CSO Hayley Brown.  Town Council were presented with the police report, circulated at the meeting.

During discussion the following points were noted: 

· Concern regarding recent crime in area and whether there was any association with street lights being switched off. 

· Clarification requested regarding CCTV camera coverage and it was recognised that Town Council had contributed to funding for CCTV.
· Town Council indicated that there had been specific issues which had occurred within the town and police representatives reassured that these were being addressed.
Success had been achieved through a decrease in approximately 10% of crime in Monmouthshire South and decrease in antisocial behaviour of approximately 20%.

Officers noted all issues raised and advised that there did not appear to be any correlation between lights switched off and increased crime, however, if there was a vulnerable area public are advised to contact County Council for lights to remain switched on.    

In relation to CCTV camera coverage, a review meeting would be held with the police representatives and 
Mon CC, CCTV officer.  Representatives of Town Council would be invited to attend.    

Town Council and the public were urged to report any incidents to 101 (non-emergency) or 999 (in emergency). 

The Mayor thanked Police representatives for attending the meeting.
9769
To Approve the Minutes: 


a)
   Town Council Meeting 29th March 2017 - Mayor to Sign the Minutes
The Minutes were approved as a true record and duly signed by the Mayor, subject to the following amendment:

Page 8. – ‘Cllr Easson, proposed in principle that the Town Council supported Caldicot AFC, as they would have to go through relevant planning procedures.’  

Addition of ‘in principle’

Pg 4. Town Council agreed to add relevant spending powers to financial donations:
· Town Council resolved to donate £1,000 to Caldicot School, towards a celebratory event for the school.

Local Government Act 1972 s.145 

· Town Council resolved to donate £2,500 (out of £5,000 2017/18 precept) to Church Community Lunches, subject to receipt of audited accounts.

Power of Well-Being Local Government (Wales) Measure 2011 s.126
· Town Council resolved to donate £6,000 for 2017/18, subject to receipt of audited accounts.

Local Government Act 1972 s.145 



b)
Planning & Resources Committee Meeting 11th April 2017 - Mayor to Sign the Minutes 

The Minutes were approved as a true record and duly signed by the Mayor.
9770   Planning [Displayed]

Cllrs D Evans and RJ Higginson, declared personal interests in planning matters, as members of Mon CC Planning Committee.

A)
Planning Applications Received 

i) DC/2017/00438: The erection of a new spectator viewing stand (capacity 138 + 3 disabled spectators) alongside the football pitch on King George V Playing fields                                                           TC Approved
ii) DC/2017/00389: Build small retaining walls either side of hard standing area at front of the property. Extend current dropped kerbs at front of the property 

250 Newport Road, Caldicot, NP26 4AF                                                                                     TC Approved
iii) DC/2017/00418: Re-building of the garage at 44 Castle Lodge Crescent, at the rear of this property 
(South East Corner). 44 Castle Lodge Crescent, Caldicot, NP26 4JS                                                TC Approved
iv) DC/2017/00399: Two storey side extension. 109 Elan Way, Caldicot, NP26 4PZ                     TC Approved

Cllr RJ Higginson left 7.25pm
v) DC/201700271: 2No. new LED internally illuminated fascia signs and 1no. new LED internally illumination tile logo sign. Units 10 and 11, Wesley Buildings, Newport Road, NP26 4LY                              TC Approved
Town Council resolved to accept the late items, Variation of Condition planning application Caldicot School Plan and Temporary Traffic Regulation Notice, Woodstock Way:
vi)
DC/2017/00438: Variation of condition no. 15 of planning permission DC/2014/00916 and non material amendment approval DC/2016/00831.  Condition 15 states that… The development shall be carried out in accordance with the list of approved plans set out in the table below – Caldicot School, Woodstock Way, Caldicot 

                                                          TC Approved

vii) Temporary Traffic Regulation Notice: Woodstock Way shall be closed from a point 268 metres north east of its junction with Mill Lane for a distance of 62 metres in a generally easterly then northerly direction.  The Temporary Road Closure will be in operation from 08:30 on Monday the 8th of May 2017 for a period up to 16:30 on Friday the 19th of May 2017.

Town Council received and noted the Temporary Traffic Regulation Notice.

B)
Mon CC Planning Information – [DISPLAYED] 

i) Planning Permissions

DC/2016/01487 – Proposed additional garages to plots 1 and 2 and the minor amendments to the approved development on the land of 252 Newport Road, Caldicot (Re planning permission DC/2014/00692) – 
252 Newport Road                                                                                                          TC Refused 14.02.17
DC/2016/01453 – Demolition of existing structures on site, construction of 25 new dwellings and associated works – Brookside                     



              TC Refused 25.01.17

DC/2017/00200 – Two storey rear extension to the property – 32 Church Road, Caldicot, NP26 4HW                                                                                                                 

TC Approved 29.03.17 

DC/2017/00166 – Single storey rear extension 136 Castle Lea, Caldicot, NP26 4HS 

TC Approved 14.03.17
DC/2017/00215 – Extension to provide disabled adaptation of property, Severn View Bungalow - 
13 Severn View, Caldicot, NP26 4AD                                                                                TC Approved 29.03.17

9771
Finance
(1) 
To Approve Cheque List April 2017 

                  a) Up to 31st March 2017

                  b) April 2017 – to follow

Town Council approved the Cheque Lists for April 2017, up to 31st March 2017 and April 2017, as circulated.

(2)      To Approve Financial Comparisons:

                    a) 1.4.16-31.3.17   b) 1.1.17-31.3.17

Town Council approved the Financial Comparisons, 1.4.16-31.3.17 and 1.1.17-31.3.17, as circulated.

(3)      To Approve End of Year Accounts 2016/17 [subject to audit] 

Town Council approved the End of Year Accounts 2016/17 and approved substituted page 7, which was circulated at the meeting (subject to audit). 

(4)      To Approve Renewal of Town Council Insurance Premium from 1.6.17 – to follow

Town Council received the quotation, circulated at the meeting and resolved that the renewal of Town Council Insurance would be considered ‘in committee’. 
(5)      To consider request for use of room by Cognitive Stimulation Therapy, ABHB, Dementia patients Caldicot support group, at no cost. 

Town Council resolved to agree for Cognitive Stimulation Therapy, ABHB, at no cost.
(6)      Acknowledgement of donations: 

                  a) Bobath - £50.00

                  b) Teenage Cancer Trust - £50.00

                  c) Abergavenny Eisteddfod - £25.00


Town Council received acknowledgement of donations. 

9772 
To note End of Year Audit – 10th May 2017 


Town Council noted End of Year Audit 10th May 2017.

9773
To Note Date for Annual Meeting – Wednesday 17th May 2017 at 6pm


Town Council noted date for Annual Meeting – Wednesday 17th May 2017 at 6pm 
9774 
To Note Date for Code of Conduct Training – Tuesday 23rd May 2017 at 6pm


Town Council noted date for Code of Conduct Training – Tuesday 23rd May 2017 at 6pm 
9775 Reports 

a)
Town Council Representatives on Severnside Area Committee
Town Council noted that there were no reports. 

b)    Town Council Representatives on Outside Bodies    

Town Council noted that there were no reports. 

c)    Governor’s reports

Town Council noted that there were no reports. 
9776
Report of Caldicot Town Council Clerk (incl. Correspondence, Publications and Subscriptions) 


Town Council considered items within the Town Clerk report:


2.2 
Cas Troggy Park

A member was dissatisfied with the response received regarding the upgrade to Cas Troggy park, which had been delayed due to S106 being unavailable.  It was not possible to have S106 vired, from the White Hart development, prior to it being received.  

Town Council requested that an update was requested regarding the offer of School contractors assisting with small projects in the town.  


2.3
Footpath between Caldicot and Caerwent

Town Council noted that Caerwent Community Council had supported the initiative for a footpath between Caldicot and Caerwent and that tow Community Council members had been nominated to take part in any discussions going forward.


Town Council noted the response from the Highways Officer, Mon CC. 

 
Town Council resolved that the issue would be included on future agenda, to be considered by the new Council. 


3.3
Fields in Trust – ‘Have a Field Day’ 8th July 2017

Town Council agreed to support the Fields in Trust initiative for a ‘Have a Fields Day’ event, which would be held on the King George V Playing Fields on Saturday 8th July.

Town Council resolved that the Clerk obtain further information from Fields in Trust regarding the event.


Town Council thanked officers for producing the report.
Cllr D Ashwin left 7.40pm
9777 
Resolved – to exclude Press and Public – By virtue of The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public are excluded from discussions on the following items on the basis that disclosure thereof would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted:
9778 
To receive quote from Edge IT 

Town Council were presented with an updated quote, the quote included with the agenda had been updated to reflect the increase in banding change due to change in precept level.


Town Council resolved to approve the quote from Edge IT - 3 Year Contract (1st Year 06.06.17 - 31.05.18) – £949.80 + VAT 
9779 
To Approve Renewal of Town Council Insurance Premium from 1.6.17

Town Council considered quotation for renewal of Town Council Insurance Premium from 1.6.17.  
Town Council resolved to approve renewal of Town Council Insurance Premium from 1.6.17 under the current Long Term Agreement (which runs until 2018) - £4,830.76 + additional premium required cover for the bowls green - £50.

9780
To resolve to re-admit Press and Public for KGVPF meeting 
Town Council resolved to readmit press and public.  
         PART B - KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELDS TRUSTEE
1. Notes of KGVPF Users Meeting – 28.03.17


Cllrs F Rowberry, M Stevens and P Stevens declared personal interests in Planning Matters in relation to Caldicot AFC.

Town Council received the notes of the KGVPF Users Meeting, held 28th March 2017.  

2. Request Caldicot Town Team – Free Music Event 22.07.17 
Town Council considered the request from Town Team and expressed support for the idea, however, further clarification was required on a number of issues which included, costs, funding, on/offsite sales, risk assessment, noise issues, licences, health and safety, times of event. 

Fields in Trust to be contacted, to provide views regarding the event.  

Town Council resolved that information would be requested and the issue would be reconsidered at the next meeting, 31st May 2017, Caldicot Town Team would be invited to attend. 
The meeting closed at 7.50pm
………………………………….

Mayor/Deputy Mayor
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