
CALDICOT TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of Planning and Resources Committee held at 6.00pm on Tuesday, 10th January 2017 at Caldicot Town Council


Present: Cllrs: 
D Evans, Mayor
RJ Higginson [left 6.45pm]

P Stevens, Deputy Mayor 
M Stevens

D Ashwin [left 7.25pm]
F Rowberry


W Conniff
R Stewart


O Edwards 
S Webb

A Easson
J Williams 

J Harvey [left 6.45pm]


[In attendance:  S King, Deputy Clerk, C Till, Public, Press]

           Town Council resolved to accept an additional item on to the agenda:


•
Use of Town Council meeting room by Caldicot Police.  
1
Apologies 

Apologies were received from Cllrs J Haskey, A Lloyd, G Owen, P Watts.
2
Declarations of Interest - To be identified under the relevant item/Forms to be completed

Cllrs D Evans and RJ Higginson declared an interest in planning


Further Declarations of Interest to be identified under the relevant item
3
Suspend Proceedings – 

a)
D Hill-Howells and R Hoggins, MCC – Re: Caldicot Town Centre Linkage

The committee welcomed D Hill-Howells and R Hoggins, Mon CC. 

D Hill-Howells confirmed that the Severnside Area Committee had been advised of the linkage commencement date as 16th January 2017, however, recent correspondence had been received from London & Cambridge, which informed that the date was no longer achievable. 

London & Cambridge had confirmed that the linkage would now commence on 13th February, completion expected 21st April, and would be split in to two stages in order to mitigate the impact on the car park: 

Phase 1 – South Car Park: 13th February expected completion 17th March

Phase 2 - North Car Park: expected to finalise 7th April
Associated costs involved would be funded by Mon CC, the County Council were acutely aware of the importance of the scheme.  Legal agreement documentations were in the possession of London & Cambridge.

Full costs totalled £224,685 (this included the original cost of £200,887 plus additional costs of £23,798).  The original cost would be from S106 and had been authorised by Cabinet, the additional costs related to public realm improvements, which would be funded through Mon CC. 

S106 was divided into 3 areas, Town Centre Partnership (Town Team): £225k, Linkage - £200k and Newport Road upgrade £200k.  In 2016 £30k had been moved from Newport Road scheme to provide additional funding for the linkage.

Development plans were available and were in Town Team possession. 

A member queried the status of the linkage project, if London & Cambridge continually pushed dates back.  Officers had made it clear during discussions with the landlord, that it was not sustainable to continually change dates.  The alternative linkage route would be near the Cross. 

The position could be categorically confirmed once legal documentation was received by Mon CC, from the Landlords. 

The committee thanked officers for attending and providing an update on the linkage. 


b)
A Reeks, Caldicot Town Team – Re: Town Centre Planters 
The committee welcomed A Reeks, Caldicot Town Team.  
Mr Reeks explained that the town team were considering improvements to Caldicot Town Centre and proposed that the Town Team managed and maintained the 5 planters within the town.  It was noted that town centre was responsibility of Mon CC which included the 5 planters, however, 2 planters were maintained by the Town Council. 

In addition, the Town Team intended to enter Caldicot into the Wales in Bloom competition.  This involved, replacing brick planters with new planters (which would not be fixed to a specific location), planters on lampposts and hanging baskets on building pillars.  Sponsorship was anticipated from local businesses, alongside town team investment and supply from local nurseries. 

A member suggested that it would beneficial for the planters to be removed completely and floral displays should be located on lamp posts.  Town Council were informed that two local businesses had approached Mon CC to take over the large planter at the cross, however, this had not been progressed as there was a cost involved.  Officers confirmed that any costs would only relate to advertising signs. 

In response to a question regarding permission from Landlords, the Committee were informed that Town Team had held discussions with landlords and proposals had been welcomed.  An ‘urban design’ project would be developed by Caldicot Town Team, issues within the project would be fully considered, e.g. suitability of lamps and pillars for baskets.  
A member suggested that upgrades to phone boxes, benches, bus shelters, street cleaning (pigeon faeces and chewing gum), were also included in the project plan.  The Town Team would hold a meeting at the end of January to consider details further.

In response to a question regarding funding of projects, the Town Team had estimated approximately £10,000 for removal and replacement of brick planters and £250 per quarter for maintenance, which would be supported by local businesses. 

A member enquired regarding watering systems and committee were informed that irrigations systems would be considered.  There were grant initiative opportunities which could possibly be available.  A member suggested getting local schools involved in projects. 

Cllrs J Higginson and J Harvey left 6.45pm
Town Team requested an update on the plans for KGVPF compound project, as it was recognised that it would be beneficial for the town centre.  The Town Council were awaiting information from the Fields In Trust legal advisors.  An update on the issue would be progressed by Town Council.  

The committee highlighted that the town centre was responsibility of Mon CC and maintenance of street furniture had to be considered as part of the whole picture.  The Town Team were in the process of arranging a meeting with all parties involved, in order to discuss the town centre.  

Future management of the town centre would be considered by Mon CC officers, however, final decision would be made by Cabinet/Individual Cabinet member.

The Mayor thanked Caldicot Town Team for attending.
4
Planning Applications Received [Displayed - subject to receipt of application]
i) DC/2016/01370: Proposed replacement of existing flat roof and other alterations to form Granny Annex – 21 Chepstow Road, Caldicot, NP26 4HY
TC Approved
ii) DC/2016/01453: Demolition of existing structures on site, construction of 25 new dwellings and associated works – Brookside, Neddern Way, Caldicot, NP26 4RJ
Town Council were informed that a Severnside Area committee had been held, which the public had attended.  Representation was made by the public, which raised concern regarding peripheral issues such as access to the site, footpaths, effect on surrounding land/buildings.

It was proposed that the application was refused, subject to further consultation with residents and a Special Severnside Area committee meeting would be arranged by Mon CC.

A recorded vote was requested:

Against: Cllrs DA/WC/OE/FR/MS/PS/SW/JW
Abstentions: Cllrs DE/AE


TC Refused*
*Reasons for refusal:

· Caldicot Town Council support developments which bring affordable housing into the area. 
· However, significant concerns were expressed regarding the lack of consultation concerning the site and inability of time for consultation during the pre-application process.
· Representation made to local ward member by the public.
· Concerns were expressed regarding traffic and access around the development.
iii) DC/2016/01162: Change of use from a tanning studio to a tattoo studio. 84A Newport Road

Caldicot, NP26 4BR
TC Refused*
*Reasons for refusal:

•
Too many tattoo studios already in Town Centre 
 Cllr D Ashwin left 7.25pm
5
Mon CC Planning Information [DISPLAYED] 


DC/2015/01350: Change of Use from Use Class A1 to Use Class A3. Unit 5 Wesley Buildings, 

Newport Road, Caldicot





 




                     
        TC Ref* [FTC 08.12.15]

*Too many take-away facilities in the town
DC/2016/00752: Listed Building Consent – Conversion of existing pub into 2 no. domestic properties.  Amendment to approved application DC/2013/00899 – 108 Ye Olde Tippling Philosopher, Chepstow Road, Caldicot                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                     TC App [P&R 13.09.16]

Town Council noted the above Planning Information from Mon CC

6
To receive an update regarding Defibrillators for Caldicot 
The Chairman advised the meeting that Caldicot Town Council are very pleased to announce that 5 new defibrillators had been purchased for Caldicot and would be expected to arrive within a few weeks.  


Further information regarding training and locations, would be provided at Full Town Council meeting.

The Deputy Mayor was commended as he had identified funding opportunities, which the Town Council had successfully obtained. 

7
To Note Caldicot Town Team AGM Wednesday 18th January 2017 

    [Caldicot Town Council representative Cllr J Williams]


The date of the Caldicot Town Team AGM was noted as Wednesday 18th January 2017.


Cllr J Williams would attend as Town Council representative appointed to Caldicot Town Team. 

8
Late correspondence – Gwent Police Use of Room

The Committee agreed use of the room at no cost.

9  
To Resolve – Exclusion of Press and Public – By virtue of The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public are excluded from discussions on the following item on the basis that disclosure thereof would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted:

9 
To receive correspondence from Head of Operations, Mon CC

The Committee received correspondence from the Head of Operations, Mon CC, which asked for Town Council views regarding maintenance of facilities.  


Members indicated that current arrangements were suitable. 


Officers advised that any issues regarding street cleaning could be reported to the Town Council Clerk and details would be passed on to the relevant Mon CC officer. 


The meeting closed at 7.45pm

……………………………………………….

Mayor/Deputy Mayor
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